
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Year End Commentary – You never know who Jesus will touch through you:  

 

On December 23 late in the evening a parent 

sent this picture to me.  Earlier that week I 

had shared the 3D Nativity coloring kit from 

the McGrath Institute with PCLs and through 

our Catholic Schools Office.  The mom 

thanked me for sharing this resource and 

explained that her kids love nativities.  This 

activity was a huge hit in their household and 

the verses in the resource helped make it 

easy to talk about faith while the family 

worked on the nativity together.   

 

The quick little note that I opened on the 

morning of Christmas Eve reminded me of 

one of my favorite sacred scripture passages, “And he gave some as apostles, others as prophets, 

others as evangelists, others as pastors and teachers, to equip the holy ones for the work of 

ministry, for building up the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-12 NABRE).   

 

I don’t remember when I became drawn to teaching or if it was an invitation that someone 

extended to me at some point in my youth.  What I do know is that it is a calling that I heard that 

was also affirmed by the community, most especially those with whom I had the honor to teach.  

The more I took on this role, the more I realized it not only was a great responsibility, it was also 

an avenue that lead to my own personal growth.  I became kinder, less selfish, and more 

encouraging.   

 

A year after I came into full communion in the Catholic Church, I was invited to use what I had 

learned about teaching and focus on the work of helping others come to know God and to begin a 

journey with Him.  I think about this gentle invitation from Msgr. Frank Chiodo at the Basilica 

of St. John when I invite others to consider the call to witness to one’s Catholic faith as a 

catechist in religious education, youth ministry, adult formation, and in a Catholic School.   
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As we enter a new calendar year, and are a month or so into the new liturgical year, it is a good 

time to ponder the many ways God’s call comes.  Below is a list someone once sent to me that I 

keep in my desk: 

 through the voice of a friend, 

 through prayerful discernment, 

 from the challenge of a homily, 

 from the invitation from your pastor or a parish/school staff member, 

 upon seeing a need and responding with ‘yes’, 

 by identifying with your spiritual gifts, 

 through the movement of the Holy Spirit, 

 or even by accident as you ‘fall’ into teaching. 

 

As I enter a new calendar year, I am filled with gratitude that God has gifted me with the 

opportunity to be a catechist.  The act of teaching can be a means of grace.  My prayer for the 

thousands of catechists in our diocese, and for the ones that God is inviting into this ministry 

today, is that each will experience the mysterious work of grace that happens when we share our 

Catholic faith; and all of us in that little formation community are transformed.   

   

Diocesan Local Resourcing for parish communities: 

 

This is a reminder that the Chrismas Resources are on the Diocesan 

website and will be up at least through the week of January 10.  The 

Advent Resources are still up as well.  They are currently #3 most 

viewed pages on our website.  We will take them down about the same 

time as the Christmas resources.  This is a good time to save all the 

resources in your files to share with families.  This year the resources are 

a bit more generic and have no mention of COVID, so you could use 

them again next year.  We will be budgeting for more family resources 

throughout 2023 to build on the good work of the last year.    

 

Local Formation Opportunities for Leaders: 

 

January 20, 2022 – CLADD/PCL (West and East) Workshop – Transformation through 

Storytelling with Denise Utter – 10:00 am to 2:30 pm at St. John parish in Adel: 

 

Join us on Thursday, January 20 at St. John parish in Adel when 

we welcome Denise Utter to our Diocese. 

 

This interactive workshop will focus on the skills of storytelling, 

and of story-listening. Stories are powerful tools of 

transformation.   

 

Discover models and methods parishes are using to engage their 

parishioners (from ages 1 to 101) in the sharing of stories;  

 from story-time,  

 to parent small groups,  

https://www.dmdiocese.org/ministries-and-faith-formation/religious-education/parent-tools/family-faith-resources/christmas
https://www.dmdiocese.org/ministries-and-faith-formation/religious-education/parent-tools/family-faith-resources/advent


 listening sessions,  

 Lenten journals,  

 podcasts,  

 playlists, and more!  

If you are a leader who wants to see hearts transformed, you do not 

want to miss this one. You’ll leave ready with at least one way you 

can begin to build a community of storytelling. 

 

Denise Utter is a speaker, coach, and writer.  She loves working 

with Church leaders, and their teams, exploring new possibilities in 

faith formation and parish engagement.  Her experience at both 

parish and diocesan levels shapes her work as a coach/consultant 

and master teacher at Vibrant Faith, where for the last few years 

she has focused on the theme of calling, the call of parenthood, 

faith formation for a new generation, and methods of becoming a 

storytelling community.  

 

Hospitality and check-in begins at 9:30 am.  A light breakfast and lunch is provided by the 

Diocese of Des Moines.  Feel free to bring others from your parish team if available.  There is no 

fee charged for this workshop.  Please RSVP to Sherri Simmer by Monday, January 17 at noon 

for food and resource count purposes.  A Zoom option will be available but in-person is 

preferred.  Please let Sherri know if you will be joining us by ZOOM.   

 

February 3 and 4, 2022 – The Art of Sacred Listening with Ignatian Retreat Facilitator 

Becky Eldredge – Pastoral Center in Des Moines (601 Grand Avenue) 

 

Intentionally take time to accept Jesus’ invitation to join Him and 

your colleagues at this year’s CLADD/PCL retreat titled The Art 

of Sacred Listening.  The flyer is attached with more information 

including the hotel block we have on reserve at The Hotel 

Savery.   

 

This year’s retreat highlights the listening for God across stages, 

ages, and circumstances.  It will be grounded in discernment 

wisdom and the ways we are invited to listen for God in our 

lives.  The conferences Becky will provide includes: 

 The Tools of Sacred Listening 

 Listening for Mercy, Healing, and Freedom 

 Tuning our Ears to Jesus 

 Listening for Joy, Hope, and Mission 

 

The retreat begins at 1:00 pm on February 3 and will end by 3:00 pm on February 4.  The cost 

for the retreat is $85.00 which covers the catered meals and snacks.  The retreat also offers 

opportunity for Mass, private prayer, and discussion.  The Diocese of Des Moines is covering 

Becky’s fees including her transportation and accommodations while in Des Moines.   

 

mailto:ssimmer@dmdiocese.org


The room block includes rooms with a king size bed as well as ones with two queen sized beds 

in case you would like to share the cost of an overnight room with a colleague.  Please reserve 

your room by January 14 to receive this special rate.   

 

Since we are downtown, the Diocese of Des Moines will cover parking fees for you.  We have 

arranged parking at no cost for you at The Brown Garage located at 401 Grand Avenue (two 

blocks from the Pastoral Center).  The Brown Garage does require that you leave your keys.  If 

you are uncomfortable with leaving your keys you are welcome to park in one of the local 

garages and the Diocese will reimburse you for the cost of parking.  Please keep your receipts.   

 

Shuttle Services to and from the hotel as well as to and from the Brown Garage are 

available upon request.   

 

Please return your registration on the bottom of the flyer to Sherri Simmer as soon as possible.  

You will not want to miss this outstanding retreat opportunity.  If there is someone on your team 

you would like to invest in for future leadership, invite this person to the retreat.  Limited 

scholarships are available.  Please contact John Gaffney if you would like more information on 

acquiring a scholarship.   

 

December Important Dates: 

 December 31 – New Year’s Eve (Prayer for the New Year) 

 January 1 – Mary, Mother of God 

 January 2 – Saint Basil the Great 

 January 3 – Most Holy Name of Jesus 

 January 4 – Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 

 January 5 – Saint John Neumann 

 January 10 – Saint Gregory of Nyssa 

 January 14 – Saint Gregory Nazianzen 

 January 17 – Saint Anthony of Egypt 

 January 18-25 – Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  

 January 21 – Saint Agnes 

 January 22 – Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children (9 days for Life, 

Pro-Life Prayers) 

 January 23 – Saint Marianne Cope 

 January 24 – Saint Frances de Sales 

 January 25 – Conversion of Saint Paul 

 January 26 – Saints Timothy and Titus 

 January 27 – Saint Angela Merici 

 January 28 – Saint Thomas Aquinas 

 January 31 – Saint John Bosco 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jgaffney@dmdiocese.org
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